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CHURCH OFFICE HOURS*   Monday, Tuesday & Friday                           9am – Noon                              Wednesday & Thursday                     9am - 2pm
*Closings and vacations will be posted on office & front doors and printed in bulletins.

Connie will be off March 5
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10 AM Worship* & Sunday school
w/ Coffee Fellowship afterwards
                      
The following link will bring you to the FUMC* live stream             on Sundays. Here is the link to the FUMC YouTube Channel:  FUMC Stafford CT YouTube Channel
We are also on Facebook 
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Weekly Happenings at FUMC
 Sunday 8:30am Moms in Prayer 
          8:30am Pastor’s Sunday school (Through March 17)
             10am Worship & Sunday School
             11:15 am Confirmation Class     

 Monday  5pm Fellowship Dinner (offering taken)
               6:30pm Disciple Bible Study
 		 
 Tuesday 6pm online Bible Study
               6pm Men of Faith Rehearsal                        
               6:30pm Praise Choir Rehearsal

 Wednesday 10am Grief Support Group for Women
[bookmark: _Hlk147997507]	 6:00 pm Prayer Meeting (2nd Weds.)
         6:30 pm Men’s Bible Study (every other Wed.)

Thursday 10am Woman to Woman

Flo’s Kitchen serving dine in & take out       Lunch Wednesday at 11:30am                            Dinner Friday at 4:30pm                                    Call 860-684-3418 on those days.
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THE UMC NEWS                          The deadline for the 
April 2024 newsletter 
is March 20
       Submit via email to officefumcstafford@gmail.com

FIRST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
8 Church Street, Stafford Springs, CT  06076 
860-684-2468  officefumcstafford@gmail.com      www.fumcstafford.org 
Reverend Dr. Thomas Bentum, pastor
Home# 86o-684-2657 
pastorfumcstafford@gmail.com 
If you’d like something announced during worship – please speak to Kathy Aborn prior to the service so she can add to her announcements.
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Dear Friends,
	I was pleased to discover as I completed the church’s statistics for 2023 that the average worship attendance grew from 57 per week to 61. That may not seem like a lot of people, but it represents a 7% increase over the year before. Worship attendance is the most important indicator of health and growth of a church. At a time when many churches continue to decline in “the great de-churching of America” this is something to celebrate.
	So how do we account for this increase? Are there new people coming into the congregation? Are there people coming back after COVID isolation? Are there people coming more often? My guess is that it is all the above. There are new people in worship, some people are returning (so I have been told!), and some are coming more often. These are all good signs of health and commitment in the congregation.
	I love Paul’s admonishment in Colossians 3.16 to the church gathered in Colosse, “Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly as you teach and admonish one another with all wisdom, and as you sing psalms, hymns, and spiritual songs with gratitude in your hearts to God.” That is a picture of what it means to worship together, preaching and teaching God’s Word and singing to God together. All of this is done with a thankful heart for who God is, what he has done, and what he will do.
	As we move out of COVID, and it is becoming endemic rather than pandemic, it causes us to rethink the importance of worship in our lives. Some realize that worship really wasn’t all that important to them before the pandemic, so staying away from worship was okay. They decided to keep it that way by not returning. Others discovered just how important it was to them and they have returned with a higher commitment to going and how often they go. That renewed commitment is inspiring those who have never been to church or rarely go. There is something infectious about a heart full of gratitude!
	I sense that the root of our growth is a renewed “gratitude in our hearts to God.” It is certainly a totally unscientific assessment on my part. But if I am right, we can expect to see more good things happening in our congregation in the days ahead. 
In Christ, Pastor Tom
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3 Sarah Smith, 5 Nancy Oaks, Tom Reilly,                        6 Marty Merritt, 7 Killian Buchanan,                                8 Loretta Kearns, Connie Fogarty,                                    12 JoAnn West, 22 Mary Coltey, 24 Erik Myles, 25 Jonahan Muszynski, Sarah Myles,                           26 Don Cosman, 27 Lisa Loveday
No anniversaries this month.     If your birthday or anniversary isn’t on our list, please contact Connie in the office & let her know.
UPCOMING MEETINGS
SPRC – March 6 at 6:30pm
Finance – March 20 at 6:30pm
Stafford Clergy – March 20 at 11am
Council – March 21 at 6:30pm
Worship Team – April 4 at 10am
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Contact Connie in the church office if you have any changes/updates to your contact information.                                                  
[image: A purple flowers on a table

Description automatically generated]Remain at $15 per bouquet and there are order forms in the church entryway, on the fellowship hall bulletin board & one Sunday a month in your bulletins. After worship take your flowers home with you, just be sure to return the vase. Thank you!       If you have any questions see Jen Malack our Flower Ministry Coordinator. jennifer.e.malack@gmail.com

Ways to give online: 
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Description automatically generated]1. Go to our web
page https://www.fumcstafford.org/ and then click the green "GIVE NOW" button. This takes you to our Safe and Secure Vanco giving page.
2. Go directly to our Safe and secure Vanco giving page:
https://secure.myvanco.com/YPVR
3. Use the QR code found here and on all our communications: 
Once at the giving page sign up, log in, or give as a guest by selecting the fund you wish to contribute to and following the prompts.
church office.

Women’s Grief Support group that runs year-round on Wednesdays at 10am in Room 101 – The Giller Room. All women are encouraged to attend regardless of church affiliation. If you know of someone who’s experienced a loss tell her about this group.                                               Woman to Woman Bible Study in The Giller Room on Thursdays at 10am.  All women are welcome.                                                                                        If you have any questions about either group see Polly Streb 860-684-2838.



[bookmark: _Hlk151458049][image: worshiptext_24178c]March 3 – 3rd Sunday in Lent/Communion
March 10 – 4th Sunday in Lent/UMCOR special offering taken
March 17 – 5th Sunday in Lent
March 24 – Palm Sunday
March 28 – Holy Thursday – 6:30pm Communion Service at FUMC
March 29 – Good Friday – Noon Service at Stafford Springs Congregational Church, on Main Street, downtown
March 31 – 6:30am Sunrise Service at Staffordville Public Beach
Easter Sunday 10am Service at FUMC
April 7 – Communion
April 14 – Native American Ministries Sunday special offering taken
April 21 – Peter Schilling preaches
April 28 – Anointing – Rev. Ira Cameron preaches
                                                             
[image: prayer_25796c]Riley Pickering & family                             Lori Giedraitis                                Cheri & Will Jobbins
[bookmark: _Hlk100135706][bookmark: _Hlk129597047]Sandy Cinfo, Judy, Faith, Frank & MaryBeth, Kathy, Jeff & Kathy Aborn, Don Cosman, George & Mary Faggiano, Barbara & Tom Reilly.
Prayers will run for 4 weeks – contact the office if you need someone placed on the list.                                860-684-2468 or officefumcstafford@gmail.com
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June 20-22, 2024
Hybrid Session 
online via Zoom or in person 
Boston North Shore DoubleTree 
50 Ferncroft Road, Danvers, MA
Clergy and Laity sessions and Preachers' Aid Society Luncheon
Wednesday, June 19, 2024
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FUMC Men’s Ministry
March 9, 2024
8:30am At FUMC

[image: Women's Ministry – Logo 2020 – London Bridge Baptist Church]SATURDAY,  March 2, 2024, 9:30 AM   
All women are invited to come and learn some information on Self Defense for Women by Robert Green, a certified safety instructor.  You are encouraged to bring a friend, neighbor, or a relative to this gathering.  Refreshments will be served.  A brief meeting will be held at the end for all who are able to stay for a few minutes.   There is a sign-up sheet on the bulletin board in Fellowship Hall to help us make sure there are enough handouts.  Thanks to Polly Streb who coordinated this event.   Hope to see you! Pray without ceasing…. Thessalonians 5:17
Blessings, Kathy Aborn       860-684-9484-h    860-874-6697-c    abornk@yahoo.com
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Kathy’s Corner    
[image: Three crosses on the mountain of the mountain where Jesus was crucified. - 182226585]
Jesus journey to the Cross…
Lent is a time of drawing closer to Jesus:  remembering the events leading up to and including the death of Jesus Christ.  Read and reflect on the following scripture.
     For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that whoever believeth in him should not perish, but have everlasting life. John 3:16
The best way to capture Jesus’s journey to the cross is by reading the Gospels:  Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John.  Each has its own perspective and by reading all four you will get a more complete picture.  I challenge you to do this during Lent.  Another way is to attend Holy Thursday, Good Friday, and Easter services.  Draw nearer to Jesus and start it now! 
You’ll have an overwhelming experience this Easter season.
 May God’s grace, love, and JOY be in your day!  ~ Kathy Aborn   860-684-9484-h    
860-874-6697-c    abornk@yahoo.com

[image: ]Easter Flower Order Form LAST DAY TO ORDER March 24, 2024,                            NO EXCEPTIONS!
IN HONOR  or MEMORY OF (circle one):   ___________________________
  ___________________________
  ___________________________
   FROM:  ___________________________ 
You may choose from the following:
Daffodils ___ x $21.00  =  _________
Easter Lily  ___x  $21.00 = ________
Tulips* ___x  $21.00 = ________
(Please write how many flowers you are ordering) *(no special color requests, please – we do get a mixture.)
     Total Enclosed: $ ______   ________cash or check #_____
PLEASE ENCLOSE PAYMENT WITH ORDER                   & place order form in offering plate for Connie in the office or put in Connie’s mail cubby.   
AFTER EASTER SERVICE FLOWERS MAY BE TAKEN WITH YOU!
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Sunday School News
We continue to have Sunday school each Sunday. Kids of all ages are welcome to join us anytime.
Worship Participants 
Let Connie know if you can fill in where we need participants.
March 3 Communion: 
Liturgist: Paul
Greeters: Marty & Molly
Ushers: Al, Leroy
Coffee: Robert & Danielle
Counters: Joan, JoAnn
Communion: Kathy, Debbie

March 10: Liturgist: Leroy
Greeters: Charles, Al
Ushers: Robert & SUB NEEDED
Coffee: Aaron & Gabrielle
Counters: Jen, Jill

March 17: Liturgist: Chris
Greeters: Anita, Leroy
Ushers: Polly, Jeff
Coffee: Polly, Betty & Ginger
Counters: Jeff, Rose

March 24: Palm Sunday
5 more Liturgists: NEEDED, Nancy
Greeters: Marty & Molly
Ushers: Robert, Nancy
Coffee: Anita, Loretta
Counters: Chris, Robert

March 28 – Holy Thursday 6:30 PM Service 
Liturgist: Nancy
Greeter:
Usher: 
Communion: Nancy
Sound Tech: Butch
March 31: Easter – No Coffee or nursery today
Liturgist: Deneane
Greeters: Leroy, Charles
Ushers: Al, Polly
Counters: Robert & SUB NEEDED
April 7: Communion
Liturgist: Nancy
Greeters: Anita, Charles
Ushers: Robert, Leroy
Coffee: Polly, Betty & Ginger
Counters: JoAnn & Joan
Communion: Kathy, Donna
***If you see a week where you aren’t available (liturgist, ushers, counters, greeters, coffee hosts) let Connie in the church office know ASAP so she can  try to find a substitute.
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We need a few more liturgists – let Connie in the office know if you’d like to give it a try.
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Description automatically generated]Thank you to  Doug Brown for the donation of 20 reams of paper. Each ream is 750 sheets.  This is a $120 value!
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Serving Lunch Wednesday’s at 11:30am
Dinner Friday’s at 4:30pm
In the FUMC Fellowship Hall
All are welcome!                                                For more information or to volunteer see Jill Gregori
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Corned Beef Dinner 5pm 
& Talent Show 6:30pm
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Saturday, March 16, 2024
Tickets $20
See Jeff Aborn for tickets
860-684-9484
Join us at FUMC for yummy food & lots of fun! 
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Description automatically generated]Men’s Bible Study                             6:30pm in Fellowship Hall and will be held on
every other                 Wednesday               February 28,                     March 13, 27 
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The deadline to submit articles for our April 2024 edition of “The UMC News” our church newsletter will be 
March  20th.                                          
The March newsletter will be emailed to everyone we have an email address for and there will be a few on the table downstairs, if you’d like a printed copy.
If you’d like one emailed be sure Connie in the office has your email address.

Safe Net Donations: We have a collection box under our mail cubbies. You will see specific requests each week in the FUMC bulletin. You can donate any unexpired canned/dried foods anytime. They are always in need of tuna, spaghetti/pasta, soups, gravy, peanut butter & brownie mixes. Thanks for your generosity for those who are in need in our community.


[image: C:\Users\Jill Denise\AppData\Local\Microsoft\Windows\INetCache\IE\945ZD8AN\wind-768x557[1].jpg]

News Flash!!!  			       Winter Storm Destroys Manger!!!
This past December, due to age and severe weather, our manger building was destroyed.  It was built around the year 2000 and has served us for at least 20 Live Nativity programs.
We are seeking someone who will take on the project of building a structure we can use for our Live Nativity Programs.  
Our plan will be to raise the funds for the building materials.  We will also assist in finding people who will help with the construction.
Please contact the FUMC Office at 860.684.2468 or officefumcstafford@gmail.com if you or someone you know would be interested in this project.
Thank you!						  The FUMC Worship Team
MONTHLY PRAYER MEETING
We will have a 6:30 pm Prayer Meeting on the 2nd Wednesday of each month.
The next one is March 13

Aldersgate Summer camp brochures are here. They are in Fellowship Hall by the bulletin board.

Dear friends at First United Methodist Church of Stafford Springs,
Thank you for your cards of encouragement each week since our church building burned to the ground in April 2023!  We look forward to your sweet handmade cards with scripture and signatures, and we are truly blessed by your faithful prayers as we navigate life and ministry without a building and as we continue to engage the process involved in rebuilding.  Just wanted to thank you for being a blessing to all of us at the Congregational Church of Eastford!
Blessings,
Deb Torcellini
Office Manager
Congregational Church of Eastford
4 County Road
PO Box 177
Eastford, CT 06242-0177
www.cceastford.org
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First United Methodist Church
8 Church Street, Stafford Springs, CT  06076 
860-684-2468
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Monday, Tuesday & Friday 9am - Noon
Wednesday & Thursday 9am – 2pm
Closings & vacations will be 
posted on office and front doors
 and in your bulletins too.
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First United Methodist Church
8 Church Street, Stafford Springs, CT  06076 
860-684-2468
officefumcstafford@gmail.com
www.fumcstafford.org 

Reverend  Dr.  Thomas Bentum, pastor 
860-684-2657
pastorfumcstafford@gmail.com
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